



114

IRELAND

possible fusion.of ideals is in no way rejected by these
lovers of Ireland's sport and Ireland's people, who are
also, by innumerable ties of inheritance, linked to the
service of the British Empire ; and such a fusion of
ideals has, I think, been rendered possible by at least
some approach to a fusion of culture. From the time
of O'Conneil onward, that is from the first reaction
against the Union and the attempt to merge the
older Irish race into a British amalgam, Ireland's
culture has been one of political controversy.
O'Connell was of his time; his. appeal belonged
essentially to the Age of Reason and the claim, for the
Rights of'Man, less than to the Age of History and to
the/Rights of Irishmen. But in order to raise- the
spirit in his people he had to touch their pride : and
he found among them remnants of a culture long trans-
mitted which pointed them back to a pedigree of
greatness. From his day to ParnelTs, if the past of
Ireland was studied, it was always with a practical
eye to the present: the missionary achievements of
St. Patrick's successors were insisted upon less for their
own sake than as constituting part of Ireland's title-
deeds to freedom. Since, owing to restrictions on
education, the great mass of the older inhabitants
could not read or write, their culture had to be orally
acquired: Ireland's national education through the
English language was made from the pulpit or from
the platform, and more from platform than pulpit:
and it took on a rhetorical character. The new move-
ment which came in behind O'Connell extended this
impetus to the press : the Nation newspaper grew to
be a huge force, and its collaborators showered out
books of prose and verse, all having the same glorifi-
cation of Ireland's past, vilification of the part played
by England in Ireland, and both equally addressed to
emphasise Ireland's political aspiration. Every Irish
novel that was written became in greater or less
degree a political pamphlet. Indeed, after her first
little masterpiece of Castle Rackrent had been composed,